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ByBETH LANDMAN

RIVING south on Flor-
ida’s scenic AlA from
Delray Beach, there’s

a strip called Highland
Beach that hugs the coast
and serves as a gateway
into Boca Raton. For decades.
shore there has been sleepy
scattered motels, but just over two
years ago an old Holiday Inn was
transformed into the Delray Sands
($229; DelraySandsResort.com)

— a sleek and hip hotel. Its restau-
rant, Latitudes, is now packed with
women in unexpectedly chic tops
and young businessmen in brightly

colored polo shirts. Sinee its debut,

Latitudes has become one of the
hottest spots in South Florida.

This unlikely newcomer is also
a sign of an ongoing shift: Boca
Raton, possibly best known for its
comic characterization on “Sein-
feld,” is no longer merely a town
where your grandparents retire.

“Boca is going through a renais-
sance, the way Delray did vears
ago,” says Joel Altman, co-devel-
oper of the city’s new shopping
and residential plaza, Park Place/
Altis, which opened in December
and contains 69,000 square feet
of retail and restaurants including
Phenomenom (Phenomenom320.
com), a nitrogen ice cream shop

bakery.

Hotels are popping up fast,
too. A Hyatt Place (from
$179; BocaRatonDowntown.

Sk e Place.Hyatt.com), with stylish

friendly attractions to
lure a younger crowd
1o SoFia.

suites and a rooftop pool, was
unveiled in December; the old
Boca Bridge Hotel was trans-
formed into the updated Water-
stone (from $309; WaterstoneBoca.
com). Next year, Mandarin Oriental

See BOCA on Page 34
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SPRING TRAVEL
DESTINATIONS GUIDE

TRUMP NATIONAL DORAL
Miami
DORAL. FL

Home 1o a PGA evenl every year since its
opening over 50 vears ago. Trump Mational
Doral boasts 693 guestrooms across 10
lodges; five siunning golf coursss including
{ive world renown TPC Blue Monster.

THE SEAGATE HOTEL & SPA
DELRAY BEACH, FL

The Seagate provides amenities of a luxury
resort, with he intimacy of a private reireat.
Enjoy championship golf, cceaniront dining
at our beach club, and relaxing treatments
at our spa. Spend your vacation where the
opfions are endless

TheSeagateHotel.com
855.710.6154

BAKER MOUSE 1650
EAST HAMPTON, NY

The Baker House in East Hampton is one of
the best hotels in East Hampion offering one
6f & kind luxury accommodations

bakerhouse1650.com
631,324.4081

GURNEY’'S MONTAUK RESORT
& SEAWATER SPA
MONTAUK, NY

Situated on Montauk's most pristine strelch
of oceanfront real estate, Gurney's Montauk
Resort & Seawater Spa is a Hampton's icon
and the anly four-season resort.

gurneysmontauk.com
gurneysnawport.com

AQUA ASTON HOSPITALITY
HAWAIT

With prime locations throughout Manhat-
tan, these select New York City Hotels will
provide you with the quality and service you
expect, along wilh the comiortable luxury you
deserve.

aqua-aston.com

855.945.4092

CARTIER PLACE SUITE HOTEL
OTTAWA, CANADA

it's Canada's birthday! Experience the many &5
festivities in Canada’s Capital planned 5

lhroughout the year . Our pet iriendly suite
hotel is downlown between the Rideau
Canal and trendy Elgin Sireet area. Walking
distance to all major sites. Enjoy our spacious
suites, indoor pool and hot tub. Qutdoor

garden patio and playground. i

suitedreams.com
800,236,8399
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